
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



216 William and Mary Quarterly 

LETTER OF PRESIDENT TYLER. 1 

Strictly Confidential. 

Washington, September 28, 1843. 
Dr Sir: 

I have read and now return the proof sheets of your proposed 
editorials, and while I admit them to be able I cannot but regard 
them as exceedingly injudicious. It is not our policy to make 
war on any particular person. To single out Mr. Van Buren or 
any other would justly suggest a conspiracy to defeat him. We 
should thereby ensure the bitter enmity of his friends. It is 
legitimate to argue that I am more available than Mr. V. B. or 
Mr. C[ass] and to prove, what the sequel will demonstrate, that 
the one you advocate is the only person the Democrats can elect, 
to compare the present condition of things with what it was in 
1840 and to exhibit the benefits already secured to the country 
and those in prospective; but make no attack on any candidate, 
repell the attacks of their friends on us, state facts and let the 
people deduce conclusions. Maintain my Dear Sir a lofty atti- 
tude as you have heretofore done, deprecating divisions and 
placing the administration above the contests of the personal fac- 
tions. Let others carry on the war. We should inculcate the 
doctrines of peace, opposing whatever is wrong on all sides. The 
people are awaking and the Democratic party will in the end 
avoid the hazards to which it [is] subjected by the contest of the 
factions, and what are they but factions. 

I write you in haste. Keep your own councils and fear not. 

yrs J. Tyler 

Endorsed : 

George Roberts Esq. 
Editor of the Times, 
Boston, Mass. 



1 The original is in the archives of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety, and the copy was kindly made for the editor by Worthington C. 
Ford. 



